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This week’s community profile: Lincoln 


Neighbors 
busy, but 
they stay 
in touch 


By Lisa Sumter 


Press-Gazette 

LINCOLN The "Land of Lincoln” in 
Kewaunee County is a prime farming 
spot with a strong Belgian heritage and a 
neighborly atmosphere. 

Proof that the community was named 
for the nation's 16th president is elusive. 
One could argue there is a connection be¬ 
tween Abraham Lincoln and the commu¬ 
nity’s original name. Grand-Lez, which 
in Belgian means tall and homely. 

Whatever you call it. Lincoln means a 
good place to live and work for Rod Kin- 
nard, N7990Oak Road. Kinnard. his wife 
Maureen, his brother Lee and his mother 
Mildred run the family farm at E2669 
Kewaunee County S. 

"This is an excellent farming area and 

a good place to 
raise kids." Rod 
says. "When you 
can raise your kids 
in a farming com¬ 
munity they’re never at a loss for some¬ 
thing to do. They pick up responsibility 
so fast and I think they pick up better val- 
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ues. 

Neighbors keep in touch, despite little 
time for socializing. Rod says. 

"It’s usually a visit across the fence or 
you poke your head into the neighbor’s 
barn.” Rod says. "If somebody’s got their 
cows out you’ll stop for a half hour and 
see how things are going." 

Mildred has lived on the farm for 42 
years and remembers when Lincoln had a 
cheese factory, store, feed mill and Koen¬ 
ig’s Ballroom, a dance hall. Now St. Pe¬ 
ter Catholic Church and L&L Country- 
Inn are all that remain. 

"This is a Belgian settlement and I 
think you’ll find the same in most Bel¬ 
gian settlements you have a church 
and a bar.” she says. 

Lonnie and Lisa Leroy own the only re¬ 
maining tavern in Lincoln, the L&L 
Country Inn. E2578 Kewaunee County S. 
The business is known for its family style 
chicken and ribs on weekends. Custom¬ 
ers come from Luxemburg. Algoma. Cas¬ 
co. Green Bay and Dyckesville. 

"Lincoln is quiet, a good place to live.” 
Lonnie Leroy says. 

Organized activities for children are 
few. but his daughter. Courtney. 7. takes 
advantage of the open spaces and "plays 
outside quite a bit," Leroy says. 

Lewellyn Gigot's family, E2625 
Kewaunee County S. has deep roots in 
Lincoln. His grandfather, Jean Baptist 
Gigot, arrived in the area in 1854. only 
two years after the first settlers here. 

Lewellvn’s wife, Jeannie, is working 
on a Gigot history and has four volumes 
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High climber: Cletus DeKeyser of the steeple at St. Peter Catholic 
Brussels replaces shingles on Church in Lincoln. 


The Lincoln file 

□ Population: About 125 

□ Festive: Lincoln traditionally was 
the first stop on the circuit of ker¬ 
mises, or fall harvest festivals, in this 
area. It still is celebrated on the last 
Sunday in August 

□ Church chat: A log building 
served as the base for what is now 
St. Peter Catholic Church before a 
more permanent structure was built 
in 1857. In 1882, that building was hit 
by lightning and burned. In 1883, the 
cornerstone for the church that 
stands in Lincoln today was laid. 


Lincoln 


County 


of family lore. 

"Just listening to Lewellyn’s mother 
and other relatives talking about it, it 
was interesting so 1 started writing it all 
down." she says. 

The Gigots run a dairy farm and grow 
oats, hay and corn. 


■ Next week: Valmy in Door 
County. 













On the farm: Rod Kinnard, left in left photo, and 
brother. Lee. run a 680-acre farm in the Kewaunee 
County community of Lincoln. In right photo, Lewel- 


lyn and Jeanme Gigot talk in their home about the | 
community and their family history there They own 
a dairy farm. 
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